Books &
Brews
Join us for a monthly book club!

Books & Brews is a
book club put together
by Thunder Coffee, the
West Fargo Public
Library, and Ferguson
Books. Pick up a copy of
When All Is Said and
join us to enjoy some
drinks, meet new
people, and chat about
this award-winning
bestseller.
February meeting:
February 24th 6pm
At Thunder Coffee
This month’s book:
When All Is Said by
Anne Griffin

When All Is Said Discussion Questions:
1. After reading the author’s note about her conversation with Lale Sokolov, the Tattooist of Auschwitz, did
knowing that Cilka’s story is based on a real person change your reading experience? Does the author
weave fact and realistic fiction into the story effectively? In what ways?
2. What drew you to this time period and novel? What can humanity still learn from this historical
space—from the front lines of an infamous concentration camp to the brutal Russian Gulags? How was
this story unique in its voice and characters?
3. "What you are doing, Cilka, is the only form of resistance you have—staying alive. You are the bravest
person I have ever known, I hope you know that." (Chapter 32) Is Lale right? Is Cilka brave, and were her
acts of resistance the best course of action she had? What does Cilka feel guilty about or complicit in?
How is she suffering because of it?
4. Could you imagine having the fortitude to survive one death sentence and then another? How do these
two hells—the camp and the prison—compare? Were your perceptions challenged or expanded on what
life in the Gulag was like after reading this book? In what ways?
5. Does Cilka assume a protective role for the women in her hut? For her block at the camp? In what ways
is Cilka a target for their rage and a focus for their hopes for life beyond the fencing? How does she help
the women survive the toughest parts of their sentences (the rapes, work, injuries, separation)?
6. How does Yelena help and advocate for Cilka? What chances and tests is Cilka given because of
Yelena’s attentions? How does Cilka repay her faith and kindness? Also, why do you think Yelena would
choose to serve in such a brutal place?
7. Discuss Josie’s desperation regarding her baby Natia’s fate, and what lies ahead for them both after the
two-year mark? How does Cilka ensure her safe transfer? What does Natia’s presence stir up for the others
in the hut?
8. How does Cilka find her calling with her ambulance work? How did she spur others to be their best
selves? On the other hand, what sexist abuse did she face while performing such technical and important
work?
9. How are Cilka and Alexandr joined together? How does she administer to him and what new hope
does he offer for her future? What risks? Were you surprised by their reunion on the train platform?
10. The main oppressors in this novel are men—from the commanders and guards to her fellow
prisoners—and their sense of menacing entitlement and acts of rape and cruelty shape the novel. Have
things changed for women in times of both war and peace when it comes to their bodies and defining
their own destinies? What can society do about it?

