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West Fargo residents understand that planning for growth and development will result in a stronger local economy, greater
sustainability, and an improved quality of life for current and future residents. This section provides a description of the
Deferred Development and Growth Map. The map establishes a citywide framework for investing in areas supported
by existing infrastructure, retrofitting areas in need of redevelopment, and planning for possible growth outside of
the existing city limits should the new Fargo-Moorhead diversion be built. A description of how this map is organized,
according to deferred development and growth areas, is provided. The identified growth sectors include areas for
infill, redevelopment, retrofit and some level of new possible growth. A number of these growth areas are illustrated in
detail to show possibilities of how development that reflects the goals and aspirations of the community could occur.

A New Framework for
Growth in West Fargo

Downtown
West Fargo

32nd Avenue East
and sheyenne street

the wilds
south

the lagoons

why a framework
for Deferred
development and
growth?
While West Fargo has seen tremendously
rapid growth in the last couple of
decades, this growth has quickly spread
across the land into a low-density, singleuse and car-oriented fashion. Newly
created neighborhoods lack connectivity
and a mix of uses forcing residents to
use their cars for any trips to the store
or to their workplace. The irregular street
grid also brings increased traffic on the
main arterials creating more congestion,
especially when people attempt to get to
work and school in the mornings and back
in the evenings. This sprawling pattern
of development also increases costs.
The costs of sprawl are many and
diverse. Some are measurable, others
are hidden – they don’t show up on
financial statements, but they are
nonetheless real. Different stakeholders
pay for sprawl in various ways, either
directly or indirectly. Businesses pay
the cost of sprawl every day with roads
congested by commuter traffic delaying
freight and raising delivery costs, while
long-distance commuting itself raises
mental and physical health issues and
employee absenteeism. Homeowners
find themselves dependent on their cars
for transportation, increasing cost and
risk of injury and higher obesity levels.
In the case of West Fargo, homeowners
are also impacted directly by the added
cost of infrastructure (longer roads, pipes
for water and sewer, etc) that they pay
through special assessments on their
property. These costs will continue to
rise in the future as maintenance issues
occur. Finally, governments pay many of
these costs themselves for infrastructure
and services used by developments.
In order to respond to these issues,
the Deferred Development and Growth
Map provides a new framework for
growth that addresses quality of life
for residents while seeking to have
a positive impact on the economy,
business climate, tax base, and the
sustainability of the city into the future.

Deferred
Development and
growth map
Input from participants at the Visioning
Sessions and Planapalooza™ supported the concept of an deferred development and growth approach; focusing on
redevelopment of the existing nodes.
The nodes identified include the downtown, 32nd Ave and Sheyenne St, intersection, as well as the possible development of the lagoons should they
be relocated or close. The Deferred Development and Growth Map also takes
into consideration the planned FM Area
Diversion Project which would provide
a large amount of “new” dry land to the
west of the existing Sheyenne Diversion. This approach affirms the community’s feeling that redevelopment
should happen in certain areas to add
more intensity of the use of the land and
that future growth should be proactively planned in a more efficient fashion.
The Deferred Development and Growth
Map organizes the community into Sectors prioritized for varying degrees of land
preservation, including both permanently
protected and recreation open spaces,
existing developed neighborhoods, and
growth sectors that support existing and
proposed walkable, complete activity centers. Existing suburban-style residential
areas are not recommended for a major
change and would remain in their current
land use designations with the possibility of minor modifications if needed.
The Deferred Development and Growth
Map will guide near‐term revisions to
the city’s zoning ordinance to assure
that the land use regulations are consistent with the vision set forth in this Plan.
The assignment of growth sectors provides a framework for a new approach
to zoning that specifically addresses the
concerns related to enhancing community character city-wide. This approach
will help West Fargo increase economic potential and quality of life goals.
By organizing the city according to deferred development and growth sectors,
intentional and informed decisions can be
made about how to most efficiently spend
dollars on infrastructure improvements
that will support the comprehensive plan.
The Deferred Development and Growth
Map graphically illustrates how the city’s
land use policies apply to the physical
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landscape of the community and
where and how deferred development, growth and redevelopment
should or should not be accommodated over the next decades.
The Map is not a zoning map. It
is intended to show, in a general
sense, the desired amount of deferred development and the pattern
and location of future development
or redevelopment. The boundaries
shown are imperfect and intended
only to reflect the general pattern
of desired future development. A
more detailed zoning map will need
to be generated with significant
public involvement as a part of a
future zoning ordinance update to
achieve a more fine-grained assignment of zoning classifications.

organization of
the map
The Deferred Development and
Growth Map is organized around
growth sectors. These Sectors set
out priorities and inform the intensity
and the character of new growth.
This varies from the approach used
by a conventional Future Land
Use Map that focuses primarily on
separating land by use rather than
grouping areas with similar existing
or desired future character. Sectors
are used to guide where and to
what extent growth is encouraged
and directed. A number of factors
drive the assignment of sectors,
including location of valuable
open space, presence of existing
neighborhoods, and availability of
existing and future infrastructure.
West Fargo’s Deferred Development
and Growth Map has one (1)
deferred development sector: C-1
Extraterritorial Sector. There are six
(6) growth sectors: G-1 Potential
Rural-Restricted Growth Sector, G-2
Sub-Urban Sector, G-3 Employment
Sector, G-4A Core-Retrofit Growth
Sector, G-4B Future Mixed-Use
Center, and G-5 Future Employment
Center. Specific descriptions of
each sector’s attributes will follow

on subsequent pages. The C-1
Deferred Development Land Sector
includes those areas outside the
planned FM Area Diversion Project
which will still be mostly unsuitable
for development at this time, as
well as land in the most northern
section of the extraterritorial area,
which should also be safe for future
generations to develop, reducing the
sprawling landscape of West Fargo.
Within each of the Growth Sectors,
there is a varying degree of
potential for new development
or
redevelopment.
Some
of
the growth sectors are already
developed and a small amount of
change is anticipated in the future,
especially in established residential
neighborhoods.
Other
sectors
are oriented toward a center of
activity, with a primary focus on
changing the character of the area,
making them more walkable in
nature and increasing the intensity
of development.
Finally, with
the possible construction of the
FM Area Diversion Project, new
development opportunities could
arise and some growth sectors
have been identified where new
neighborhood
or
employment
centers could be located in the future.
An interconnected network of major
streets provides structure for the
growth sectors while distributing
traffic. Future development within
growth areas will also take into
account the provision and cost of
infrastructure, finding ways to reduce
impact on the taxpayers. The G-4
and G-5 sectors identify locations
that are the most suitable for future
mixed-use and employment areas.

Deferred Development sectors
C-1 Deferred Development Sector
The area where development is deferred includes spaces west of the proposed FM Area Diversion
Project, as well as land located in the northern section of the extraterritorial areas. At the time of
this comprehensive plan update, plans and specifications for the FM Area Diversion Project were
under development and completion of the diversion is not anticipated until the year 2024, at the
earliest. It has not been determined what effects the project will have upon properties along the
diversion. Therefore, it is recommended that planning and development not take place in these
areas until the diversion is operational and revised floodplain maps have been made available.
Other areas within this sector might be best kept in reserve until infrastructure can efficiently be
provided or innovative conservation methods can be employed to avoid costly upgrades in the
future.

growth sectors
G-1 Sub-Urban - Restricted Growth Sector [Potential]
The Sub-Urban - Restricted Growth Sector includes areas between the current
and proposed diversion that may have new development potential should the
new diversion be built. The G-1 area identifies significant tracts of land that are
currently rural, but where directed and well-planned new development could
occur around the identified potential Future Mixed-Use and Employment Centers.

G-2 Sub-Urban Growth Sector
The Sub-Urban Growth Sector includes existing residential neighborhoods and
developed commercial areas that are not likely to see much change in the next
decades. There may be a few undeveloped tracts of land still available for development.
Typically, conventional suburban development patterns of primarily detached
single-family houses define this area with a small percentage of multifamily units.

G-3 Employment Growth Sector
The Employment Growth Sector is comprised of the existing industrial area
north of Main Avenue where a small amount of change and infill development
might occur in the future. The presence of the airport within this area can
play a major role in continuing to attract new businesses to West Fargo.
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The Core - Retrofit Growth Sectors are areas that are mostly developed but still
contain underutilized parcels. They were developed in a conventional, auto-oriented suburban pattern. New development, redevelopment, or the reuse of existing land and buildings should be encouraged to better meet the local goal of
achieving more walkable and bikeable corridors and a better-connected village core. Additional growth and development within West Fargo is most desirable within these areas
due to the presence of existing infrastructure and proximity of services. The plan envisions that most mixed-use development in the next decades will occur in this growth sector.

Map 1: Deferred Development and Growth Map

G-4A Core - Retrofit Growth Sector

G-4B Future Mixed-Use Growth Center Sector
The Future Mixed-Use Growth Center Sector is assigned to areas outside of the current Sheyenne Diversion that may support substantial mixed-used development due to
proximity to existing or planned regional thoroughfares or transit. Future development
should occur as complete communities in the form of activity centers. These sectors are
primarily intended for development if the proposed FM Area Diversion Project is built.

G-5 Future Employment Growth Center Sector
The Future Employment Growth Center Sector represents the concept for a self-sustaining, industrial village outside of the current Sheyenne Diversion. The center would
promote industrial, office, and retail development; and act as a sustainable, closed-loop
industrial center, where businesses feed each other for productivity. These sectors are
primarily intended for development if the proposed FM Area Diversion Project is built.
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a long-term vision
There is nothing like an illustration
to bring complex ideas to life. What
follows are a collection of examples and
drawings—some simple and others
very bold—for how the urban design
principles and Interventions discussed
previously could actually come to life
and what these ideas might look like.
While it is important to remember that
the new development illustrated here
might not be built exactly as envisioned,
taken collectively the following pages
represent a strong and lasting vision
for the future of West Fargo - a vision
that will have a positive impact on the
economy, business climate, tax base,
affordability, mobility, environment,
and quality of life. What is particularly
important is that all of these ideas
for the built environment, economy,
housing supply, and transportation
system are considered together
so that they can complement and
support each other and present a
truly comprehensive vision for the
future, one that reflects the ideas
and input of hundreds of citizens,
stakeholders, and city departments,
all of whom will play a critical role in
turning this vision into a built reality.

long-range conceptual plan areas

downtown west fargo
32nd ave W and sheyenne street
the wilds south
the lagoons

These
long-range
conceptual
plans were developed during the
Planapalooza™ and are based on
the input received from participants.
The activity center plans detailed
in this section show one potential
development outcome for three of
the growth sectors identified within
the city as well as one residential
neighborhood model. These plans
illustrate a standard by which
future
policy
decisions,
capital
improvements,
and
development
proposals
can
be
evaluated.
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downtown west fargo
➊➊ New Downtown Square
Incorporating a central civic space within
the downtown would create an important
presence as well as a main gathering
space for city events and activities.
This plan shows a large civic green at
the intersection of Main Avenue and
Sheyenne St. This public space could
provide a location for outdoor dining and
gathering, promoting investment in new
mixed-use buildings. It would create a
destination and place for daily civic life
for both the community and passersby.

➋➋ Pedestrian Connection to
Armour Park
The Sheyenne River to the north of Main
Avenue acts as a barrier for what could
be an easy connection with Armour Park.
The distance is very short between the
northern end of downtown and the park.
This lack of connection forces potential
park users to drive to Second Avenue
West in order to access the neighborhood
and finally the park, or likely deters them
altogether from visiting it. There is an
opportunity to link downtown to Armour
Park directly with the construction of a
pedestrian bridge, which coupled with
the new downtown square could create a
fun destination for residents and visitors
alike. A second connection to the park
from Center Street could also provide
easy access to people living and working
to the east of the Sheyenne River.

➌➌ New Civic Building
The new square transforms the
downtown into a destination and place
for daily civic life. The plan shows the
new square with mixed-use buildings
facing it as well as a new civic building
that would help enclose the space
and provide community services in
this new gathering place. The new
library could be located here, along
with a community facility for young and
seniors to attend activities and events.
This would also be a great location
for public restrooms to be provided.
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The West Fargo downtown is located at the intersection of Sheyenne Street and
Main Avenue, in the northern and oldest part of the city. This area is currently not
considered the city center by many because of the lack of activity and identifiable civic space. However, there are currently two new mixed-use projects under development on Sheyenne Street at 4th Avenue, with one under construction that will begin
to change the character of the area and begin a pattern of downtown development.
Continuing this redevelopment activity will greatly benefit the city and can help create
a “true” downtown giving a geographic heart to the city and creating a place where
local residents will gather and others from around the region will be excited to visit.

2

6

The plan shows one version of what a fully redeveloped downtown could look like
in the future. A new downtown square at the intersection of Sheyenne Street and
Main Avenue could provide a much-needed gathering space where grand events
and the more intimate moments of daily life could happen. From there, a pedestrian
bridge to Armour Park (as well as another pedestrian bridge to the east of the park)
would allow more West Fargo citizens to enjoy this great space. Several new mixeduse buildings are shown along Sheyenne Street and Main Avenue that would help
frame the street and create an inviting public realm for living, walking, shopping, and
recreation. New multifamily buildings are also shown on some of the side streets
and could be built as smaller apartment houses, fitting more closely with the fabric
of the surrounding neighborhoods. This could help create a transition from the more
intensive/taller buildings on Sheyenne to the existing smaller residential homes.

2

1
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4
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➍➍ New Mixed-Use
Buildings
This plan illustrates how new
mixed-use
buildings
could
be
incorporated and located throughout
the downtown. The orientation of
these new buildings defines blocks,
creates walkable streets, and brings
buildings up to the sidewalk to create
an activated pedestrian environment.
These new mixed-use buildings
would incorporate retail/restaurants
uses on the ground floor with offices
or residential units on the upper
floors to bring more people into
downtown and create 24/7 vibrancy.

➎➎ New Multifamily Units
(Apartment Houses)
Apartment houses are smaller multifamily
units where the building appears to be
a large house divided into several units.
This medium intensity of multifamily
development could provide a great
transition from the new mixed-used
buildings along Sheyenne Street and Main
Avenue to the single-family residential units
present in the adjacent neighborhoods.

➏➏ Armour Park Redesign

4

The re-design of Armour Park should
ensure that this important civic space
retains its park-like qualities while
enhancing its ability to be activated
with people, events, and public
art. Spaces should be accessible
and designed for safe active use
and public events, as well as quiet
contemplation and respite. Vegetation
at the entrance along the river should
be thinned so that a clear view of
the park is visible from Main Avenue
and the new downtown square.

➐➐ Possible Parking Garage

5

4

5

5

4

4

8

If more businesses and residential
units are added to downtown, a certain
amount of parking will be needed to serve
those uses. Additional parking located
in the downtown should be hidden
behind buildings with clear wayfinding
signage directing people to it. New
surface parking lots and a municipal
parking structure are likely to be
necessary to accommodate the needs
of the new development in the area.

WEST FARGO
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Downtown Bird’s Eye View
As the main community gathering space for local residents, West Fargo’s downtown
could provide a much needed location where people could meet daily or for special
occasions. This rendering demonstrates the possibility of the downtown to become
just that, creating a mixed-use area where day-to-day services are available, along
with office space and some additional housing located above retail. Parking would be
provided behind buildings or in a parking garage creating a more walkable and attractive
streetscape, while still being easily accessible by car. Wider sidewalks and a separated
bike lane would improve the welcoming atmosphere for pedestrians and cyclists alike.
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32nd ave W and sheyenne street
The 32nd Ave W. and Sheyenne Street intersection currently includes a gas station and a few
businesses built in a suburban style of development. With the construction of the new ice
arena currently underway, this intersection has the potential to provide a new center of activity
for people living in the southern part of the city. Redevelopment of the area into a mixed-use
node, including community-serving commercial uses with parking hidden behind buildings,
along with additional townhouse or small scale multifamily development, would bring more
people to the area and provide a secondary gathering space to complement the downtown
area. Providing easy access for people to visit on foot or bike would allow nearby residents to
choose non-vehicular transportation alternatives and begin reducing the traffic congestion on
roads in the area. During the planning process, we also heard that there is a desire to have access to the Sheyenne River, which could be provided in this location on the northeast parcel.

➊➊ Proposed Development

➍➍ Hidden Parking

The northwest quadrant of the
intersection is already under review for
future development.

Relocation of parking to the interior
of the blocks, hidden behind
buildings, helps reduce the focus
on the automobile and create a
more pedestrian friendly and inviting
environment for people to be in.
Because the parking is located in the
interior of the block and screened
by buildings, proper signage is
important to allow it to be easily found.

➋➋ New Mixed-Use
Buildings
This plan illustrates how new mixeduse buildings could be incorporated
and located throughout this area.
The orientation of these new
buildings defines blocks, creates
walkable streets, and brings buildings
up to the sidewalk to create an
activated pedestrian environment.
These new mixed-use buildings would
incorporate retail/restaurants uses
on the ground floor with residential
units on the upper floors to create
24/7 vibrancy in this area and provide
affordable apartment style housing.

➌➌ New Plaza
Incorporating a civic space within the
redevelopment of this intersection
would create another gathering space
for events and daily enjoyment by
users. This plan shows a small plaza
at the intersection of 32nd Avenue
East and Sheyenne Street.
This
public space could provide a location
for outdoor dining and gathering,
promoting investment in new mixeduse buildings. It would create a
destination and place for daily civic life
for both the community and passersby.
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➎➎ More Housing Choices

5

6

2
2

5
4

Townhouse style housing units are
not commonly found in West Fargo.
These attached units are shown as
facing onto a common open courtyard
with access for parking via back alleys.
Increasing the amount and diversity of
housing can help to address several
important community objectives —
particularly economic vitality, reduction
in energy consumption, decreased
traffic congestion, and social equity.
Dramatically changing demographics in
West Fargo and across the country are
working in our favor — the baby-boomers
are looking to downsize and live in close
proximity to work, entertainment, culture,
and services, while the millennials
(students and young professionals) are
looking to become active participants
in an urban lifestyle, drive less (if at
all), and also want to live close to job
and entertainment centers. A greater
diversity of housing choices will ensure
a broader and healthier customer and
employment base to support new
and expanding downtown business,
in turn boosting economic vitality.

2

2

2

➏➏ River Access
The Sheyenne River is, in most
part of the city, hidden behind
private properties and not easily
accessible by all for enjoyment. River
access in this area could allow local
resident to take advantage of this
great asset for fishing or relaxation.
WEST FARGO
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32nd Avenue East and Sheyenne Street Bird’s Eye View
Redevelopment of the area into a mixed-use node, including community-serving commercial uses
with parking hidden behind buildings, along with additional townhouse or small scale multifamily
development, would bring more people to the area and provide a secondary gathering space for the
community, complementing the downtown area.
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the wilds south
➊➊ Neighborhood Central
Civic Space
A civic space with townhouses framing
it would provide a central gathering
place for the neighborhood where
events and gatherings of all sorts
could take place. An ice skating rink
could even be provided in the winter
on the plaza area and the small red
civic building could be used for a café
or public restrooms/ice skating hut.

➋➋ Complete Neighborhood

The plan includes a small civic space
at the entrance of the neighborhood
to the north, where commercial uses
could be located, within walking distance
for residents. The neighborhood plan
integrates a range of housing types at
different price points. Rowhouses and
detached homes on small and medium
sized lots nearer to the center of the
neighborhood accommodate for young
families, retirees and others. As you
move away from the central civic space,
lots increase in size providing a wide
range of housing types for all. All housing
faces onto the streets or civic spaces,
providing continuous energy and a sense
that something is always happening, with
residents functioning as guardians of
the civic space. Rear alleys are well-lit
and safe providing access to garages
located behind homes and where alleys
are not present, garages are pushed
back from the façade of the homes,
and with front porches and stoops
being the main architectural elements.

➌➌ Framing the Civic Space

This plan shows a narrow two-lane street
around the neighborhood park, fronted by
attached buildings that would frame the
space nicely as well as provide a housing
option not often available in West Fargo.
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West Fargo has seen tremendous growth within the last few decades and all of this
growth has occurred in the form of conventional suburban development. This plan
shows how future residential development could take place following the newer
model of traditional neighborhood development which creates a vibrant neighborhood
that includes several types of residential buildings (townhouses, duplexes, small,
medium and large homes), as well as opportunities for some small-scale mixed-use
commercial along 52nd Ave.). The illustrative plan also shows the creation of public
parks and greenways with the front of houses facing them, providing “eyes on the
parks” and making them safer, more welcoming and accessible to all (rather than
having backyards face on the open space like many subdivisions currently do). For
lots close to the center of the neighborhood, rear alleys and lanes provide access
to garages that are placed behind the homes, allowing for a more interesting and
walkable streetscape. On lots where front driveway access is provided, garages
are set back at least 20 feet from the facade of the building so that the garage
doors are not the prominent architectural feature of the house and allows any cars
parked in the driveway to be behind the front wall of the house. This also keeps
the streetscape more inviting by having home facades and porches on the street.

➍➍ 5 Mixing Housing 		
Types

➐➐ Sheyenne Diversion

To meet the diverse needs of a
greater number of people, more
housing choices should be provided
in new neighborhoods, offering a little
something for everyone. West Fargo’s
existing residential housing stock is
predominantly single-family homes and
large multifamily developments typically
gathered together in large suburban
apartment complexes surrounded by
massive parking lots and blank walls of
garages. Mixing housing types within the
same neighborhood, to include singlefamily homes, but also townhouses,
duplexes, smaller apartment buildings,
and condo buildings would be more
appealing to a wider variety of residents
and enhance the character of the city.

The Sheyenne Diversion right of
way presents opportunities for
recreational amenities such as
walking/bike paths that would
provide an important north/south
connection for the entire length of
the city. Such a facility could also be
helpful in connecting various existing
parks and neighborhoods of the city.

➏➏ Community Gardens
The
plan
integrates
small-scale
community gardens throughout the
neighborhood to provide opportunities
for people to grow their own food. Such
a use of the land can also help build
a sense of community for neighbors.
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➑➑ Sustainable
Stormwater Feature/
Park

5

Through the use of urban design,
landscape
architecture,
and
civil engineering, the City of
West Fargo has the opportunity
to greatly advance its existing
sustainable
stormwater
management. This plan shows
the use of stormwater capture
ponds as an interconnected
system of civic spaces designed
to collect, temporarily store and
treat stormwater runoff. These
features could also act as park
space with housing facing on them.
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a neighborhood for all
The graphics below depict the various types of development intensity that could be found in a single neighborhood in West Fargo.
These varied examples of street and housing types, planned together can be provide in a complete neighborhood where residents
can walk to local services and where various housing types and affordability levels are offered for all to enjoy. These areas are called
Character Districts and could easily be replicated throughout the community in new neighborhoods.

CD-2 Large Lot Suburban

CD-3 Small Lot Suburban

CD-4 General Urban

CD-2 consists of primarily low density
single-family detached residential
units. The houses are set up
further from the street and there is
considerable space between houses.
The streets have sidewalks and street
trees. Garages are accessed via back
alleys or tucked several feet in behind
the main facade of the building to
accentuate the house facade and front
door rather than the garage.

CD-3 similarly consists of primarily
low density single-family detached
residential units, but could also include
a few duplexes throughout. The
houses are set closer to the street and
lots are smaller leaving less space
between houses. The streets have
sidewalks and street trees. Garages
are accessed via back alleys or tucked
several feet in behind the main facade
of the building to accentuate the house
facade and front door rather than the
garage.

CD-4 consists of a medium density
area within the neighborhood,
often located at the core or on the
outskirts. This area has a mix of
residential building types (singlefamily
detached,
duplexes,
rowhouses,
apartment
units
above retail) and may also include
some neighborhood retail uses
such as coffee shops, bakeries,
small convenient stores, etc. The
buildings are set closer to the
street often located right up to the
edge of the right a way. The streets
have sidewalks, street trees with
occasional outdoor seating when
businesses are present. Garages
are accessed via back alleys or
are tucked several feet in behind
the main facade of the building to
accentuate the house facade and
front door rather than the garage.

▨▨ CD-2
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▨▨ CD-3

▨▨ CD-4
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the lagoons
6

The site of the lagoons may be a good location for residential or mixed-use development
considering the demand for more industrial space within city limits, the lagoons, if moved,
could present a great location for an extended industrial village. This plan presents an
alternative to the conventional industrial park, imagining the lagoons as a self-sustaining
center for industry and “making” in the region. People who currently work in West Fargo’s
existing industrial area must drive to meet all of their daily needs. The Lagoons Industrial
Village could accommodate a variety of manufacturing, office, and other industrial uses, as
well as the services and recreational opportunities needed to support workers and reduce the
number of car trips on local roads. Designed around a network of interconnected streets, the
Lagoons Industrial Village would provide a healthy and convenient place for workers. This
area also presents opportunities for expansion of the local airport to welcome larger corporate
jets, allowing executives to easily come and go from destinations around the country.

➊➊ Industrial Park Civic
Spaces
A square or plaza is located within a
5-minute walk of every building, with
one outdoor civic space provided
in each of the four quadrants of the
plan. Some of these spaces could
accommodate a soccer field and/or a
fitness center to provide for active team
recreation and convenient exercise
space for workers during breaks.

➋➋ Support Services
The Industrial Village is intended to
function as a place where office and
factory workers can meet their daily needs
within a short walk. These services might
include restaurants, dry cleaning, hardware
store, and other services that are often
utilized during lunch breaks or after work.
It is likely that these service businesses
would also attract the community at large
because of the interesting activities taking
place and the attention to the quality of
the public realm. This area might also
serve as a viable location for nightlife, with
its separation from residential areas and
ample parking made available when office
workers leave at the end of the business
day. Some of these smaller format
buildings could also serve as business
incubator space and/or makerspace.
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➌➌ Factory Buildings
5

The plan includes locations for clusters
of manufacturing and warehouse
buildings,
for
both
large-scale
and medium-sized footprints. This
arrangement allows for these industrial
uses to be physically separated from
office and retail. It accommodates for
potential noise and fumes, while still
being close enough to be a reasonable
walk to nearby support services. Like
historic factories, the Industrial Park
Plan shows the buildings pulled up
to the street and located close to
adjacent buildings to enable this area
to remain convenient for walking. Light
Imprint design principles have been
incorporated to promote sustainable
stormwater solutions. Some of these
buildings could integrate incubator or
makerspaces to provide spaces for
smaller startups. Large, medium and
small-scale facilities should be offered
to allow for a business to run its full
lifecycle in the industrial Village moving
in the area as the business grows.

➍➍ Hidden Parking and
Shipping
Surface parking lots and delivery/
shipping vehicle circulation will be
provided at the interior of the blocks,
hidden behind buildings, help reduce
the focus on the automobile and
create a more pedestrian friendly and
inviting environment for people to be in.
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➎➎ Stormwater Feature /
Park
Through the use of urban
design, landscape architecture,
and civil engineering the City of
West Fargo has the opportunity
to greatly advance its existing

sustainable
stormwater
management. This plan shows
the use of stormwater capture
ponds as an interconnected
system of civic spaces designed
to collect, temporarily store
and treat stormwater runoff.

➏➏ Agricultural Land
Agricultural land is located at the
northern end of the industrial park. More
agricultural land could also surround
the park, providing significant tracts
of land for agricultural production, as
well as small plots for specialty crops.
This agricultural land plays an important

role in letting the Industrial Park
function as a self-sustaining, closed
loop system. Food grown in this area
can be used by nearby manufacturers
or served in the local restaurants. For
instance, locally grown barley used
by a brewery in the industrial village to
produce a craft beer that could then be
served in a restaurant down the street.
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